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HAPTER

teacher.'Our giant trees are important. Other towns can become green

like us.'

, The beautiful Supertrees sparkle in the middle of the park, and

suddenly the houses and flats and shops look old and black and smoky.

The members of the town council3 have a meeting.
'Our Supertrees are helping to save the planet. They take in carbon

dioxidea and produce oxygen, but we need to do more,' says the Mayor,

the leader of the council. 'We must change our buildings. They should

be eco-friendly, so they are good for the environment. Solar power can

provide energy for our homes.'
'Let's make our houses and flats more eco-friendly,' says one man.

'If we drive electric cars,' says another, 'we can eliminate petrol

vehicles from our town.'
'We can build safe cycle paths s and have water taxis on the river,' says

a woman.

3. town council:Iocal government.

4. carbon dioxide (GOr) : this is produced when carbon is burned or peopie and animals
breath out.

5. rycle path : a path that is only for bicycles.
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separate towns with very different problems. The residents of Lew are

not interested in solar power or saving the planet. The air in their town

is full of smog6 and bad smells driftT across the river to the town of Kirby.

'Global warming,' one of them says. 'What nonsense.8 Money is the

only thing that matters.'e

'scientists say that the planet is getting warmer, but we still have

snow and ice in winter,' says another.

Lew has only one small park and not many trees. There are no cycle

paths or streets full of flowers, and grey smog hangs in a cloud over the

town. A bridge crosses the river Ravenbeck iinking Kirby to the town of
Lew Children who go to school in Kirby sigh10 when they are walking
home. Local peopie call it the 'Bridge of Sighs'.

It is spring and a dancing wind from the west arrives. It brings trouble.

A large truck stops at a factory11 on the edge of the river in the town of
Lew and a man gets out. He has an angry red face and dark eyes, and

his name is Tobias Devell. His father Rufus Devell died six months ago

and the factory is now his son's. Rufus Devell was an artist and wasn't
interested in business. The factory was closed for years. Now that his

6. smog : air full of pollution.
7. drift: move slowly with no control.

8. nonsense : a silly or stupid idea.

9. matters : is important.
10. sigh : make a sad sound with your breath.

11. factory: a place where machines make things.
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